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Lindzi Larsen while in Kindergarten
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Prairie du Sac, WI				           September 2019

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
	First of all I begin with thanks.  Thank you for allowing me the privilege of a sabbatical.  I was able to volunteer at several Bible Camps and with the UW Hoofers’ Sailing Club.  Your gift of time blessed many this summer.  So again, “Thanks!”
I am also grateful for our wonderful staff.  This summer, along with picking up my work load, they dealt graciously with road construction, the arrival of our columbarium and saying goodbye to Intern Elisabeth.  We are blessed to have great people serving our congregation.  Please take a moment to let Sally, Linda, Abby, John, Ruellene, Bob and Lon know of your appreciation.
The busy summer, which had 80 plus youth attending our Vacation Bible School, included that same week the arrival of our new intern, Shadoe Hanson.  He and Marcy moved into the parsonage on August 7th.  They have unpacked and are finding their way around the community.  I am grateful for the gift cards that many donated.  This has helped them get acquainted with many of our local businesses.
Along with a new intern we have Ruellene Seymour* as our Choir Director.  During our music leadership search last year, Ruellene graciously stepped into the position of Adult Choir Director.  After a number of interviews but no successful candidates this year, we are moving ahead with our current model of talented Sunday musicians leading us in worship.   Along with directing the Senior Choir, Ruellene has agreed to lead Kids of the Kingdom children’s choir, the position that Amber Kelter held last year.  Amber will be one of our 6th Grade Sunday School teachers this year.  I am grateful for both of these members using their gifts as they feel called into ministry.
Our life together is a mix of change, but it is built on a firm foundation of God’s gospel message.  May the changing of the seasons find you grounded in God’s grace, tethered to a message of forgiveness and set free to be people, lifted by the Spirit’s wind of mercy and love.
		Shalom,

			[image: Fred's signature]
*See more about Ruellene’s background in her Visitor article, “Senior Choir and Kids of the Kingdom Director”.


[image: Meeting[1]]

Congregational Meeting
	On October 6, after the first service, we will have a congregational meeting to approve our 2020 budget, elect members to our Parish Planning Council, and to elect three congregational members to serve on our Nomination Committee.  Please join us for this important meeting.



Parish Planning Council Nominees
	On Sunday, October 6, we will vote for our new Board Chairs/other positions for the Parish Planning Council at our Congregational meeting.  Nominees are: Evangelism – Sheila Peak Dittberner, Youth Board – Megan Tarnutzer, Member-at-Large – Roger Seymour.  We are still looking for nominees for Lay Ministry, Secretary of Parish Planning Council and Youth Member-at-Large.
[image: crowd-of-people[1]]




Parish Planning Council Members:
Executive Director		Jon Sandeman	643-5006
Assistant Exec Director	Janelle Hupp		643-0653
Secretary			Kathy Lovell		643-2075
Treasurer			Sara Dregney		370-8151
Evangelism Board	        Sheila Peak Dittberner	370-1550
Fellowship Board		Linda Michaels	643-8286
Lay Ministry Board		Melani Wheeler	544-2711
Member at Large		Linda Lintl		643-9377
Member at Large-Youth	Grace Sandeman	643-5006
Parish Education Board	James Newman	512-7623
Properties Board		Lon Kaderavek	434-2928
PR and Social Concerns	Patty Barritt		393-5218
Stewardship Board		Anne Klinkner		393-6453
Women of ELCA 		Marian DeGiovanni	643-4514
Youth Board			Megan Tarnutzer	963-0396



The Staff:
Pastors:  Fred Rilling  fred@stjohnssaukprairie.org (h) 644-1359
   Sally Williams  sally@stjohnssaukprairie.org  (h) 643-7810
   Intern Shadoe Hanson   shadoe@stjohnssaukprairie.org
           (office) 643-2439
Youth-Education Coordinator:  Abby Bennett
abby@stjohnssaukprairie.org   (c) 370-2380
Custodian:  John Hines  john@stjohnssaukprairie.org  (c)393-2325
Office and Communications Coordinator:  Linda Hines  		linda@stjohnssaukprairie.org  (h) 544-2409
Senior Choir and Kids of the Kingdom Director  Ruellene Seymour
ruellene@stjohnssaukprairie.org  (h) 588-3198

St. John’s Lutheran Church: 643-2439  www.stjohnssaukprairie.org
Like us on Facebook at St Johns Lutheran Sauk Prairie

Mission Statement:  Christ, our strength and refuge, calling us to serve
[image: St Johns return address242 sample 2] [image: 13J]

	Food Pantry Sunday is September 8.  Food, paper products and cleaning supplies may be brought to the table in the gathering area.  These items are distributed to many families in the Sauk Prairie community.  The food pantry especially needs: 

		Cereal			Hamburger Helper
		Soup			Cookies
		Dish Soap		Band-Aids
	
	Keep this list handy as you do your grocery shopping during the next few weeks.	

	Many parishioners find it easier to bring the items to the gathering area of the church at other times during the month.  We appreciate the donations at any time.
[image: 283CM]
Birthday Greetings
We hope you take a moment to send greetings to the following people who have birthdays in September.  The day is in parentheses.

		Zona Roewer (12)
		930 Prairie St, Apt. 106
		Prairie du Sac, WI  53578

Worship Time Change         [image: time1030]
	On Sunday, September 8th, our worship service times will change to 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.  This will be our schedule until Memorial Day weekend.  

[image: update[1]]    
	
Going to a College Dorm?  Moving?  Change of Address?
	Contact the church office (643-2439) if you or your post-high school student will be changing addresses soon.  We like to keep in touch with you!
	Women of the Church News  (WELCA)
Hannah Circle:  Monday, September 16, 6:15 p.m. at 
St. John’s Library.  (Child care will be provided).
Lydia Circle:  Thursday, September 12, 1:00 p.m. at 
St. John’s Library, Darlene Holl, hostess
Martha Circle:  Thursday, September 5, 9:00 a.m., at Ruth Dresser’s, 1011 Eagle View Ct., PdS., Dianne Effinger, hostess
Mary/Sarah Circles:  Tuesday, September 3, 1:30 p.m., at St. John’s Library
Ruth Circle:  Monday, September 9, 9:00 a.m., at Loretta Landerman’s, N816 Club Circle Dr., PdS
	[image: women of church logo]



	In September, our Bible Study is entitled: “No Hard Feelings – The Angst of Anger” and will be led by Anne Klinkner, Dorothy Halverson, Marge Erlandson, Marian DeGiovanni and Kathy Lester.  It is going to be a very interesting study.  If you don’t already belong to a Circle, now would be an excellent time to join one.  You will be MOST WELCOME in any circle. Just note the times and places above and feel free to attend one convenient for you.
	We have all been working very hard on our various projects for Lutheran World Relief.  These include quilts, personal care, sewing, baby and school kits.  This year we need to have all of the kits and quilts ready for shipping by Sept. 10th, which is much earlier than ever before.  We will be boxing them up very soon.  We will still take any donations you would like to make as they can always be used for next year or some of the other on-going projects we have all through the year.
	The South Central Wisconsin Synodical Women’s Organization’s 14th Biennial Convention will be held on Sept. 21st at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 7291 County Road PD, Verona, beginning at 8:00 a.m.  The theme is: “Bold Women – Answering the Call.”  Registration and refreshments are at 8:00 a.m. and optional workshops begin at 9:00 a.m.  Keynote speaker Rev. Angela Kabeb’s topic is: “Love, Light and Salsa” at 11:00 a.m.  Lunch is followed by workshops and worship, with the day ending at 4:00 p.m.  Cost including morning refreshments and a box lunch is $25.  Registration forms are available in the church office and they should be turned in by Sept. 13th.  There are so many very interesting workshops available:
· Simply Yoga for You – Answer Your Call – Sue Levetzow
· Social Media and its role in Human Trafficking – Dawn Heath
· Sensing God:  Reading Scripture with All Our Senses – Elisabeth Pynn Himmelman
· Individual, Church, Planet – Rev. Nick Utphall
· Let’s Talk Privilege – Donna Peterson
· Involving the Children of Your Life in Your Faith – Rebecca Roehl
· Small Town and Rural Ministry – Faith, Relationships and Service – Rev. Dick Inglett
· Discovery Doctrine and Other issues in Indian Country – Rebecca Weise
Please Note that our Intern Elisabeth is leading one of the workshops and she will also be delivering the closing sermon.  It would be really nice to surprise her with a good representation from St. John’s.  We will car-pool, so if you would like to attend, please call the office to get your name in for registration (due Sept. 13th) and also for space in a car.
	PENNIES FOR POVERTY.  You may have noticed that there is always a jar of pennies on the name tag table in the front gathering area.  This collection of coins is for women and children in need.  So far, we have $87.31 in this fund for 2019.  We will take this money to the biennial Convention and it will be used for the Domestic Abuse Intervention Service in Madison.  Putting the money together with all the other churches in our Synod will make quite an impressive amount for this worthy cause.
[bookmark: _Hlk17288599]	There will also be “In-Kind” gifts collected for Domestic Abuse programs at the convention.  Items suggested are: $20 gift cards for Walmart, Target, Dollar Tree, Walgreens; $10 gift cards for Kwik Trip; paper towels; laundry soap (pods only); dryer sheets; Clorox wipes; lotion; mouthwash; gel hand soap; deodorant; feminine pads; tampons, body wash; chap stick; hair conditioner; razors; shaving cream; hand sanitizer; baby wipes; diapers (sizes 2, 3, 4); baby lotion; coloring books; sidewalk chalk; men’s and women’s socks; boys’ underwear (sizes 4, 5); girls’ underwear (sizes 2, 3, 5) and boys’ or girls’ socks (small).  A bin is in the gathering area near the office for these gifts.  We will take these items with us on Sept. 21st.
	Lydia Circle is visiting Special Friends during August and September.  Ruth Circle will visit them during October and November.
	Read this month’s Prayer for Peace in this Visitor on September 20th.
	The Bible Study Leaders’ Meeting for October will be Tuesday, September 24th at 9:00 a.m.

Women’s Book Club      [image: book20club[1]]
	Our September book club will discuss The Readers of Broken Wheel Recommend by Katarina Bivald. We will meet on Tuesday, September 24 at 10am in the church library. A copy is in the church library, and there are copies in the public library system.



[image: large-Cartoon-owl-66]Older Wiser Livelier Seniors (OWLS) 
	We will gather again on September 19 at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. Intern Shadoe will share his faith story. Participants are welcome to bring goodies to share, but it is not expected. All are welcome!


Adult Education
	Our regular Sunday adult education schedule will start up again on Sunday, September 15 at 9:15am in room 1 beginning with a book study on Love Big: The Power of Revolutionary Relationships to Heal the World. Copies will be distributed on the first day of class. All are welcome!



Text Study
	On Wednesday evenings beginning September 18 at 5:45pm we will gather to study the Gospel lesson that will be read the following Sunday. All are welcome to come at 5:20pm and enjoy a meal. Cost for the meal is only $1 per person with a maximum of $5 per family.


Sharing Stitches      [image: knitting-wool-clipart[1]]
	Sharing Stitches meets again on September 10 at 9:30 a.m. in the church library. Anyone interested in knitting or crocheting, or learning how to knit or crochet, is welcome.  
[image: redcross[1]]

	The Friends of Sauk Prairie Healthcare are sponsoring a Sauk Prairie Community Blood Drive taking place at GraceWay Church (65 – 13th Street, Sauk City) on Monday, September 16 from 12:00 to 5:30 p.m.  All donors will receive a voucher for free frozen custard from Culver’s and one donor will also receive 2 tickets for the UW Badgers vs. Michigan game for Sept. 21.  Hope to see you there!
	If you have any questions, contact Josie Fentress at 
963-8662.




Agrace Offers ‘Journey Through Grief’ Support Group in September 
Agrace HospiceCare will begin “Journey Through Grief,” a six-week grief support group series for adults, September 24. Anyone who is grieving the death of a loved one can join, even if the person who died did not have hospice care.
[bookmark: x__Hlk14086807][bookmark: x__Hlk531165925]The group meets Tuesdays, September 24 to October 29, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Tivoli, 2805 Hunters Trail, Portage. There is no fee for families of hospice patients served in the past 12 months. Modest fees apply for others; fees can be lowered or waived, if needed. Pre-registration is required; call (608) 327-7118 by September 11.


Milestone Ministry Events: Back-to-School Blessing [image: School-Days[1]]
	With another school year just around the corner, we want to celebrate and bless the beginning of the school year with the special Back-to-School blessing!  On Sunday, September 8th students of all ages are welcome to attend either the 8:00 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. worship services.  We also want to encourage teachers, principals, administrators, school office personnel, cooks, librarians, custodians, bus drivers…anyone who plays a role in our school systems...to come on September 9th to be blessed, affirmed in your vocation, and encouraged as you serve children and families in your daily work. Join us for this Milestone Ministry event!
[image: 252CB]    St. John’s reports many of the names of our hospitalized and recently discharged members in the monthly newsletter.  We include only those who have given us permission to print their names.  You may send cards or telephone them and pray for their improved health.  

Hospitalized/Recently Discharged
Janis Klaetsch, Dale Clason, Dave Clason, Dean Pfaff,
Haakon Carlson, Fay Rentmeester, Alaina and Elliot Herbrand


With Sincere Sympathy         [image: 04CB]
	We offer our condolences to the following families this month:
	Marilyn and Glenn Herschleb and family on the death of Marilyn’s aunt, Kay Accola
	Laurie and Jeffrey Carlson and family on the death of Laurie’s mother, Anita Unger
	Jon, Jennifer and Jaime Sawle on the death of Jon’s father, John Sawle
	The family and friends of Patricia Mecher
	Teresa and Brent Douglas and family on the death of Teresa’s mother, Cecilia Gruber
	Please keep these families in your prayers.


Wedding Congratulations
	We rejoice with Anna Thums and Dylan Faulkner as they were married August 17, 2019.  
	Please remember to keep these newlyweds in your prayers as they begin their new life journey together.

[image: stork-150x150[1]]       Congratulations
We celebrate with Alaina and Brent Herbrand on the birth of their son, Elliot Gordon.  He joins sisters Vivianne and Ella at home.  Elliot’s grandparents are Leon and Jolene Herbrand and Kevin and Patti Key.  Anita Key is his great-grandmother.
[image: 28CB]
Dear Friends in Christ,
	The council and congregation have adopted the theme of “All Are Welcome” for the 2019-2020 school year. You will see this theme throughout our education programs, worship services, fellowship gatherings, and hopefully in many other ways.
	I ask you to ponder over the next month just what exactly that means. All are welcome. Merriam-Webster defines welcome as “to greet hospitably and with courtesy or cordiality” or “to accept with pleasure the occurrence or presence of.” But that’s only the minimum of what we’re talking about here.
	Throughout the Bible Jesus shows us what a true welcome looks like:
· Isaiah 58:7 – Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the wanderer with shelter – when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?
· 1 Peter 4:8-9 – Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.
· Leviticus 19:33-34 – When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God.
· Luke 14:13-14 – When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.

	I invite you to ponder these texts, pray about them, struggle with them. Allow them to inspire, encourage, and equip you as we begin this new school year together with a new understanding of “All Are Welcome.”
	Because all really are welcome in God’s eyes.

				Peace,
[image: sallysign]

[image: intern-02[1]]
Greetings,
In my experience, moving to a new place has always come with feelings of excitement, hope, worry and anxiety. We put all of our stuff into a truck and left Dubuque with all of those things in tow. Upon arrival, we were greeted with a warm welcome of many gifts from all of you, and if we took the time to properly thank everyone for each gift, we would spend the whole year doing just that! My wife Marcy and I wanted to thank you all for making it easy for us to call this place “home” even though we just arrived. We look forward to what this year is going to bring, and we can’t wait to meet everyone!
The new (for now) Intern,
Shadoe Hanson


Intern Program 2020
In October of 2019 the Congregation will be voting on the budget for this coming year which includes the continuance of the Intern Program for 2020-2021. The intern program committee supports the continuance of this program which includes filing an application for the coming year.
Nancy Passehl, Intern Program Chair


[image: 15I]

	We invite you to pray for peace on the 20th day of each month.  On September 20, please repeat the following prayer: 

For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.
 Matthew 18:20, NIV
Lord our God and our Father,
 We praise you because we are allowed to have community together in the name of Jesus, who has opened our eyes to see you and who has promised to be among us when we are gathered in His name. May our hearts remain undarkened, even when our lives seem to grow difficult and the future looks dark. Protect us whenever we are tempted and have battles to fight. Deliver us. Make us free people who know we belong to you and who are allowed, while still on earth, to have a share in eternal life. Amen.
[image: ballons[1]]                                         [image: ballons[1]]  
Happy September Birthday!
The day is in parenthesis

Our Youngest:

	Ira Opie (3)			Ryan Bakken (7)
	Tate Neubacher (10)		Joanna Wendt (14)
	Nicole Scott (27)

Our Sunday School Students:

	Audrey Sandberg (3)		Olin Frey (4)
	Gavin Sawyer (9)		Olivia Stephan (9)
	Elliot Harms (10)		Lucas Muehrer (12)
	Austin Urban (12)		Corbin Colby (13)
	Emily Cook (13)		Cannon Esser (15)
	Brooke Braund (17)		Callie Lohr (17)		George Colby (18)		Micah Boerger (19)
	McKayla Peterson (24)	Caleb Anderson (27)		Lindzi Larsen (27)		

Our Youth:

	Ramona Blau (2)		Briar Lohr (2)			Emma Rhyner (2)		Gavin Tompkin (4)
	Chris Kepler (5)		Samantha Johnson (7)
	Masen Schmidt (8)		Evelyn Fritsch (9)	
Annika Braund (10)		Jack Gorsuch (11)		Claire Hartman (15)		Ryan Jager (16)
	Ashley Pape (17)		Kalyn Schmit (17)
	Lauren Endres (18)		Grace Fauerbach (18)	Kyra Manning (18)		Ellery Apel (20)		Erelyn Apel (20)		Michael Blau (21)		Carly Coy (22)			Matthew Johnson (24)	Malea Schonenberger (28)	Jaycie Riha (29)		Jaylyn Riha (29)

College and Career-age Young People:

	Ben Chao (2)			Kyle Johnson (10)
	Lizzie Hupp (12)		Sean Collins (16)		Kaitlin Graves (20)		Katie Yanke (22)
Dawson Evert (27)	

Serving in September

Ushers:  		8:00 a.m.		9:30 a.m.
September 1		Steve Kindschi	Gerry Westphal
			Jaxson Dunn		Deb Westphal
			Lori Dunn		BrookLynn Baier
						Stacey Stoehr
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
September 8		Kate Himebauch	Andrew Deuman
			Jason Himebauch	Paul Deuman
			Steve Barritt
			Patty Barritt		
September 15		Jonah Richard		
			Rob Richard		


September 22		Karlie Harpold		
			Kari Harpold		


September 29		Lily Fauerbach	Ethan Jones
			Rhonda Fauerbach	Andy Jones



Acolytes:		8:00 a.m.		9:30 a.m.
September 1		Natalie Ballweg	Kyra Manning
			Jonah Richard		Wesley Himebauch
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
September 8		Lauren Endres	Jenna Pistono
			Landon Schultz	Ethan Jones
September 15		Josie Frey		Andrew King
			Jaxson Dunn		Charlie Homp
September 22		Brody Ballweg		Ava Sandeman
			Thea Harpold		
September 29		Karlie Harpold		Charlie Homp
			Thea Harpold		Andrew Deuman

Readers:		8:00 a.m.		9:30 a.m.
September 1	        McKenzie Lautenbach	Dale Clason
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
September 8		Linda Hines		Arthur Ness
September 15		Jama Graves		Carol Benson
September 22		Marilyn Herschleb	Macel Magnussen
September 29		Mary Halweg		Becki Braund
Cantors: 		8:00 a.m.		9:30 a.m.
September 1		Marv/Janelle Hupp	Deb Lohr-Foster
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
September 8		Bill Burton		Bill Burton
September 15		Becky Weittenhiller	Doris Lohr
September 22		Melani Wheeler	Deb Lohr-Foster
September 29		Megan Small		Cathy/Katie Yanke

Communion Assistants:   8:00 a.m.	9:30 a.m.
September 1		Jonah Richard		Kyra Manning
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
September 8		Roger Clason		Audrey Luetscher
September 15					Emily Luther
September 22		Josie Fentress		Deb Westphal
September 29		Nadine Lauer		Doris Lohr

Assisting Ministers:	  8:00 a.m.		9:30 a.m.
September 1		
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
September 8		Amber Kelter		Amber Kelter
September 15		Bev Clason		Bev Clason
September 22		Audrie Nurkala	Audrie Nurkala
September 29		Donna Knickmeyer	Donna Knickmeyer

Communion Set Up/Clean Up 8:00 a.m.	9:30 a.m.
September 1		Linda Meyers		Dale Clason
			Judy Tobias		Dave Clason
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
September 8		Hannah Stephan	Addison Douglas
September 15		Deb Corrao		Deb/Gerry Westphal
September 22		Dorothy Halverson	Barb Salveson
September 29		Nadine/Bryce Lauer	Dale/Dave Clason

Nursery Staff:	8:00 a.m.		9:30 a.m.
September 1		Hannah Stephan	Natalie Ballweg
			Anna Bruckert		Kate Himebauch
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
September 8		Jenna Pistono		Ava Sandeman
			Carly Coy		Emily Luther
September 15		Jenna Pistono		Andrew Deuman
			Charlie Homp		Jay Dregney
September 22					Vanessa Breunig

September 29		Lauren Endres	Lily Fauerbach
			Charlie Homp		Addison Douglas

Coffee Set-Up/Clean-Up:  7:30 a.m.	9:00 a.m. (Serve)
September 1		Anna Bruckert		Austin Bruckert
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
September 8		Joe Frosch		Joe Frosch
September 15		Colby Frey		Jenna Pistono
September 22		Erelyn/Ellery Apel	Andrew King
September 29		Andrew Deuman	Randy Trudell

Sunday Stewards	8:00 a.m.		9:30 a.m.
September 1		Melani Wheeler	James Newman
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
September 8		Lon Kaderavek	Marian DeGiovanni
September 15		Kathy Lovell		Marian DeGiovanni
September 22		Janelle Hupp		Jon Sandeman
September 29		Linda Lintl		Linda Lintl

Greeters: 		8:00 a.m.		9:30 a.m.
Sept 1  (Sanctuary)	Anne Klinkner		Ed/Ginny Nimmow
	 (Front doors)	John/Linda Hines	Doris Lohr
 
			8:00 a.m.		10:30 a.m.
Sept 8  (Sanctuary)	Cliff/Cindy Thompson  Deb/Gerry Westphal
             (Front doors)	Shirley Anding		Curtis/Peggy Johnson
			Marilyn Brecka
Sept 15 (Sanctuary)	Jonah Richard		Randy Trudell
             (Front doors)	Brody Ballweg
	 (Side doors)	Austin/Anna Bruckert  
Sept 22 (Sanctuary)	Marilyn Herschleb      Denny/Bonnie Dederich
	 (Front doors)	Roxanne Zick family	John/Ellen Mast
Sept 29 (Sanctuary)	Donna Knickmeyer	Wolfgang/Diane Reich
	 (Front Doors)	Gil/Kathy Danz	John/Aletha Ballweg




Congregational totals		
			Attendance		  Offering
July 28			        230		  $7,424.30
August 4		        222		$16,016.95
August 11		        257		  $7,791.26
August 18		        188		  $5,839.42
August 25		        234		  $5,890.00

Thank you for your continued support, Stewardship Board
Help Needed
	St. John’s uses many volunteers to help with our worship services every Sunday.  
	We are in need of 4 ushers, 1 reader, 1 communion set-up/clean-up person, 1 communion assistant, 3 greeters and 1 assisting minister EACH service for EACH week.  Some of these duties are filled by confirmation students one Sunday per month.
	As you can see, it takes a lot of people to help with worship each week.  Please take time to consider how you might help out and sign your name on the list on the kiosk.
	If you have any questions about any of these duties please contact:
	Ushers – Steve Kindschi at 434-3591
	Readers – Becki Braund at 643-2127
	Communion set/clean-up – Marilyn Herschleb at 643-6181
	Communion Assistant – Crystal Lautenbach at 370-1395
	Greeting – Dede Egan at 963-5282
	Assistant Minister – Pastor Sally at 643-2439




Greeter Coordinator Needed  
		The Lay Ministry Board is looking for someone to coordinate the greeter list each month.  Dede Egan is wishing to step down from the position.  Dede has a list of volunteers, along with their phone numbers and email, who have indicated that they are willing to be greeters.  If you are interested please contact the church office at 643-2439 or linda@stjohnssaukprairie.org.  




[bookmark: _Hlk17462925][image: 5682228-ropa-de-invierno-ilustracia-n-de-coleccia-n[1]] Coats for Kids
	St. John’s will partner with Concordia United Methodist Church to collect winter wear for children in need in the Sauk Prairie School District.  Please keep this in mind as you clean out your closets this fall.  Bring your gently-used coats, boots, snow pants, hats, mittens, scarves and gloves to the back area of the coat room.  We need all sizes.
Sunday School News

Important Sunday School Dates 
           September 8th – Rally Day 
           September 15th – First Day of Sunday School 
           September 29th – Bible Sunday (3-year olds and 3rd graders)


Sunday School Rally Day
	Sunday School students 3 years old – 6th grade and families, plan on joining us September 8th from 9:15am-10:15am for Rally Day in the Fellowship Hall.  This is your chance to sign-up for Sunday School, meet your teachers, take a tour of our Sunday School hallway and have some fun!  If you are unable to attend and would like to sign your child up for Sunday School please contact Abby Bennett at 643-2439 or abby@stjohnssaukprairie.org
	The first regular Sunday School class will be Sunday, September 15th from 9:15am-10:15am.


3-Year Old & 3rd Grade Bible Presentation    [image: Closed_bible_01_01]
	On September 29th at the 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. services we will present Bibles to our 3-year old and third grade youth.  In our Baptismal liturgy we promise to place the Holy Scriptures in the hands of our candidates. A letter was sent home with more details in late August. If you did not receive a letter, please contact Abby Bennett to be sure your child’s name is put on the list. 


[bookmark: _Hlk17203792][image: Sixteenth_note_run]   Calling all singers in grades 2 through 6! 

KIDS OF THE KINGDOM (St. John’s Children’s choir) will begin our new season on Sept 11th from 5:00-5:45 p.m.!!  Our new director, Ruellene Seymour is looking forward to working with your children. Please share this invitation with anyone you know who might be interested in singing. If you want more information before the first rehearsal, please call Ruellene at 608-588-3198 or email rrcmor@gmail.com. 
 Middle and High School News


Important Confirmation Dates 
September 11 – Confirmation Orientation/First day of class – 6pm


Congrats Austin Bruckert, Anna Francour, Jenna Pistono and Jonah Richard on completing your sermon notes!


Fall Confirmation Dates 
	Confirmation orientation for students and parents will be September 11th from 6-7pm in the fellowship hall.  We will offer our typical confirmation dinner at 5:20pm and begin with the orientation meeting at 6:00. We will review the confirmation expectations for the year and answer any questions you may have. Students will be excused to their first day of class, and a parent orientation will follow. 
	Our first full class/meal will be September 18th.  The meal begins at 5:20pm and costs $1/person, with a maximum of $5 per family.  Class begins at 6:00pm.  



[image: ]Stock the Schools  
	In cooperation with the Sauk Prairie community, St. John’s is collecting items to be given to Sauk Prairie students in need.  Each month we will have different items to collect that will help our local students.  Some of these items can be used in school and some at home.  Items for September are:  individual packages of crackers (Goldfish, Ritz Sandwiches, etc.) and new or GENTLY used Leggings and Sweatpants (child size 6 – adult 2XL).  Look for the red bin in the gathering area by the church office to drop off your donations.  Thank you.


Special Thanks!
I would like to take the opportunity to thank many volunteers who helped Vacation Bible School go off smoothly! We had 66 K-6th graders and 21 preschoolers signed up. Wow!

· Bible Study teachers Stacy Williamson, Ruth Lohr, Danielle Lohr, Emily Caflisch, Becky Weittenhiller, Sharon Henke and MacKenzie Colby. They did an amazing job!
· Pre-school teachers JoAnnah Sorg, Paige Ederer, and Alissa McLaughlin. It takes a lot of patience to teach 3 & 4 year olds and they were wonderful!
· Youth helpers Jordan Small, Cora Dunnum, Nick Dunnum, McKenzie Lautenbach, Olivia King, Anna Francour, Vanessa Breunig, Wesley Himebauch, Ellery Apel, Erelyn Apel, Ainsley Apel, Julia Jones, Karley Blau, Michael Blau, Ramona Blau, Kennedy Colby, Haylee Goetsch and Jonah Richard. They helped lead worship, helped with Bible Study and many other odds and ends. What great role models for our kids!
· Megan Tarnutzer and Christina Himebauch, for helping set up and clean up some messy Arts & Crafts
· Robin Lueck for organizing and shopping for snacks, Ellie Maynard and Linda Meyer for helping set up and clean up.
· Ruth Lohr for accompanying us on her guitar!
· Emily Rennicke for leading group games, Pastor Sally and Katie LaVigne for pitching in when needed
· Everyone in the congregation who donated items for crafts
· The entire St. John’s staff for helping when needed and working around the craziness of the week!

It really takes an “army” to put on a week of Bible School, and the week would not have been such a success without each and everyone’s help! It was a blessing to be able to plan a week of Bible School with my sister, Stacy Williamson.
During the week, our Bible verse was Proverbs 3: 5-6 – “Trust in the lord with all of your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. Acknowledge the Lord in all of your ways, and he will make your path straight.” Be sure to check out the mural in the Fellowship Hall that the kids worked on all week that tells the Moses story.
Thank you for a great week! We can’t wait for next year!
Blessings and Thanks,
       Abby Bennett


Young Adult Updates
	New job? Accepted into a new program? Won an award? Need prayers for something specific? Please email Pastor Sally sally@stjohnssaukprairie.org or message her on Facebook with any updates, so that we may continue to celebrate and pray for you in your life in Christ.
	Joshua Schweitzer has enlisted in the Army and is currently going through basic training at bootcamp.
	Brett Lauer has recently become engaged to Michelle Castronovo.

Former Intern News
I have been called to New Life Lutheran Church in Helena MT to serve as their pastor. I am excited about this next step and remain grateful for everything I learned at St. John's while on internship there. I welcome your prayers as I step into this new role. 
Halcyon Bjornstad

[image: Finding-work-at-home-jobs[1]]Looking Ahead
· September 2 – Church Office Closed
· September 8 – Worship Services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
· Sunday School RALLY DAY – 9:15 a.m.
· Back to School Blessings
· September 11 – Confirmation Orientation – 6:00 p.m.
· September 15 – Installation of Parish Education
· Just Bakery – 9:00 a.m.
· September 18 – Text Study – 5:45 p.m.
· September 19 – OWLS – 9:30 a.m.
· September 21 – WELCA Biennial Convention – 8:00 a.m.
· September 29 – Bible Presentations at both services
· October 6 – Congregational Meeting – 9:00 a.m.
· Pet Blessing Service – 11:45 a.m.
· October 13 – Installation of Parish Planning Council at both services
· October 14-18 – Mobile Meals Delivery
· October 20 – Commitment Sunday
· Just Bakery – 9:00 a.m.
· October 21-25 – Mobile Meals Delivery
· October 27 – Reformation Sunday
[image: music_notes_stock_by_bassgeisha-d3h9mpv]
Senior Choir and Kids of the Kingdom Director
My name is Ruellene Seymour, and I will be the director of the “Senior Choir” and “Kids of the Kingdom” this year. I have been asked to tell you a bit about myself. I grew up in Pennsylvania, where I participated in various choirs at Bern Reformed Church until I went to college. I got my bachelor and master degrees at Mansfield University, where I majored in music education and music history. After graduation, I taught elementary vocal music in Elmira, New York for 25 years. Concurrently, I sang in the choirs and rang in the handbell choir at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, also in Elmira. When our Director of Music position became vacant, I filled in temporarily, and eventually took the position. We had a very active program, with a children’s choir, teen choir, adult choir and handbell choir. It was a great honor to work at Holy Trinity, however when we found out our daughter (who went to Taliesin and met her partner here) was going to have our first grandchild, we decided to move to Wisconsin to spend more time with our grandchild (now grandchildren). We visited many churches, but found our home at St. John’s. We have enjoyed singing in the Senior Choir under the direction of Connie Burton, but alas, she retired. So here I am again, filling in for now. I very much enjoyed directing the Senior Choir last year, and as mentioned above, will add working with the children this year. I am a strong advocate for teaching children to sing, and enabling them to take a leadership role in worship. One of my favorite quotes--- “Body, Mind, Spirit, Voice, it takes the whole person to sing and rejoice”—Helen Kemp, church music pedagogue, teacher, composer.




Parish Education Staff Installation
	We will install our 2018-2019 educational staff on September 15th at both our 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.  Included in this group are our Sunday school teachers, Singspiration leaders, choir director, librarians, adult education teachers, confirmation teachers, aides and education board members.  Please join us as we rejoice in God’s gifts made manifest in these individuals.


[image: Thank-you-2[1]]

	The family of Eleanor Rae King would like to thank Pastor Sally, Intern Elisabeth, Linda Hines, the Messengers, the kitchen helpers and other church staff that assisted with the funeral service for our mother, on July 1st.  We are also grateful for the many cards and comforting words of condolence we received from our church family.  It is all very much appreciated.  It was a beautiful service that honored a beautiful person.
			Thanks much,
			Janis and Dan Baun



[image: 15S]

To the amazing people of St. John’s,
	Thank you so much for a beautiful grace-filled sending for me and my family on July 21!  You are such an encouraging, supportive, loving expression of the body of Christ.  Thank you for your generous notes and gifts of love.  We are looking forward to the next step in this seminary adventure and hold you in our hearts as we take the next leap.  We will always look back on my internship year as one of pure grace.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
		In love, Elisabeth, Jacob, and Jens Himmelman


[image: thank-you[1]]

Dear St. John’s Members,
	Thank you so much for regularly remembering our students and families in need.  With school starting soon, all the backpacks, school supplies, leggings, granola bars and snacks will be put to very good use!
			Sincerely,
	Susan Baumann-Duren, SPSD Social Worker
(These are the items collected in the red bin.)
Proposed Budget for 2020
	PROGRAM 
	2019
	PROPOSED
2020
	% CHANGE

	
	
	
	

	Administration
	$366,592 
	$377,951 
	3.10%

	
	
	
	

	Lay Ministry
	9,370
	10,370
	10.67%

	
	
	
	

	Evangelism
	880
	880
	0.00%

	
	
	
	

	Stewardship
	1,600
	700
	-56.25%

	
	
	
	

	PR & Social Concerns
	7,400
	6,550
	-11.49%

	
	
	
	

	Parish Education
	17,350
	16,585
	-4.41%

	
	
	
	

	Youth Board
	4,700
	4,840
	2.98%

	
	
	
	

	Fellowship
	3,400
	3,400
	0.00%

	
	
	
	

	Properties
	51,500
	63,375
	23.06%

	
	
	
	

	Lutheran Church Women
	3,075
	3,075
	0.00%

	
	
	
	

	Benevolence
	62,825
	63,950
	1.79%

	
	
	
	

	Total
	$528,692 
	$551,676 
	4.35%



A more itemized listing of the various board budgets is available in the church office.  Office hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.





Road Construction Update
[bookmark: _GoBack]As you can see our new road is complete.  We are grateful for the good work done on our behalf.  Part of getting a new road means getting new approaches (the concrete pieces that join the street to our parking lot.)  While all of our taxes pay for the road, the property owners pay for the approaches.  The cost to us for this work is $8690.82.  We need to pay this by Dec 31 so as to avoid paying interest on the bill.  This cost was not built into our 2019 budget.  If you are able to help offset this unplanned expense, please mark donations ‘road construction.’  Thanks in advance for your generosity.
Message on behalf of Rev. Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld
August 12, 2019
Dear Siblings in Christ,
I wish you grace and peace in the name of our Lord and Savior.
I write to inform you that I have resigned as your bishop. It has been an honor to have served you. I thank you for the love, the kindness and support shown to me during my ministry among you. I am grateful for the ways my ministry has been accepted. If there is any way I have sinned against you, I ask your forgiveness. As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here. I continue to believe that we are beloved community, church together in the ministry God has placed before each of us.
As I move on to new ministry opportunities, I will be returning to my beloved East Coast. I wish you well, praying you will continue to move toward beloved community, walking together in Christ. Soli Dei Gloria!
Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld


Message from Synod Vice-President, Jane Cahill Wolfgram, Regarding Resignation of Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld
Many of you have asked questions regarding the resignation of Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld and the future plans of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin. I will try to answer your questions to the best of my ability, while recognizing that there are limitations because the resignation is a personnel matter and some matters regarding the future of the Synod are still being discerned.

Q. What was the reason that Bishop Viviane resigned?
A. After many individual and Executive Committee meetings with Bishop Viviane, on June 12th, the Executive Committee of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin presented Bishop Viviane with an extensive list of concerns regarding health matters, performance problems and unethical behavior. After many hours of discussion with Bishop Viviane, the Executive Committee found her Unable to Serve under S8.56 of the Constitution and she was placed on immediate suspension. This action was described as Medical Leave until the matter could be resolved. The SCSW Council affirmed this decision on July 13th. On July 15th, Churchwide interviewed about 30 individuals from across the Synod including rostered and lay leaders, Council members and staff. A report was prepared by Deacon Schwabe and provided to Bishop Eaton. Bishop Eaton then met with Bishop Viviane and asked for her resignation.
Q. Did Rev. Viviane receive a severance package?
A. Yes, her separation agreement provides for 5 months of salary and benefits.

Q. What happens to the programs and initiatives, such as LatinX, Small Town and Rural Ministry, and Youth Ministry, started by Bishop Viviane?
A. These are initiatives formed mutually by Synod leaders and staff. These vital ministries are the focus of our new DEM, Rev. Walter Baires, who with our congregations and rostered leaders will continue to grow and nurture.

Q. Will we have an interim Bishop?
A. We will have an interim Bishop. The Executive Committee is collaborating with Bishop Eaton and her team to identify an interim Bishop and to determine when we will receive him/her.

Q. How will an interim Bishop be selected?
A. Once Bishop Eaton presents us with a name, the Executive Committee will meet with the proposed interim to determine if the candidate is someone that they will recommend to the Council for acceptance.

Q. Is the Synod Council reviewing how we elect a bishop?
A. A Bishop Election Task Force has been formed and is being led by Pastor Tim Hansen. This group is looking at many aspects of the process: candidate selection, qualifications and requirements of a bishop, vetting of candidates, the voting process, etc. As this process unfolds, we will share information and secure input from you.
Several of you have asked when we will hold the Election. As of this date, the Council has not determined when the Election will be held.
If you have thoughts or questions, please feel free to contact the Task Force via Pastor Hansen or me.

Q. Are we still having an Assembly in November? Is the agenda as announced at the May Assembly?
A. There will be an Assembly on November 2nd. The Assembly will be held at a congregation in our synod. The Assembly will begin at 10 AM and will last until 2 PM. The agenda will consist of three primary matters; approval of the 2020 Synod budget, plans for establishing a healthy synod and healing the pain resulting from Bishop Viviane’s departure, and possibly the introduction of an interim Bishop. We will also worship together.
Those elected to vote at the May 2019 Assembly, rostered leaders and Synod Council will need to attend the November 2nd Assembly.
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