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Friends, 

We are about to enter the season of Lent—a time that has been 
used for centuries as a season of discipline, silence, and stepping 
back from the noise. But let’s be honest: for most of us 
today, noise isn’t just sound. It’s the constant ping of notifications, 
the endless scroll of social media, the relentless 24-hour news 
cycle, and the subtle pressure to compare our real lives to everyone 
else’s highlight reels. 

We live in a world of constant connection, yet we often feel more 
distracted than ever. That’s why this year our Lenten series is 
titled “Finding Faith in the Distractions of a Digital World.” Think of it 
as a counter-cultural reset. Together, we’ll examine whether our 
faith has become a carefully filtered, private story we keep behind 
an “I’m fine” screen—or an unedited commitment that actually 
reshapes our priorities and our lives. 

Over these six weeks, we’ll explore how to find stillness in a world 
that never sleeps, and how faith can guide us forward amid the 
chaos of a digitally driven, always-on culture. Lent offers us a 
sacred invitation to find quiet in the midst of the noise. 

I invite you to join us as we log off the world, if only for a moment 
each week, and lean into a faith that truly defines who we are—
online and off. 

      Peace, 
 
 
 
 



Ash Wednesday & Lenten Services 
Please join us on Wednesday, February 18 at either 1pm or 6:30pm 
for Ash Wednesday worship. The community is welcome! Our 
midweek services will also be held at 1pm and 6:30pm. A meal will 
be offered on Wednesdays at noon. We will only offer an evening 
meal on Ash Wednesday at 5:30.  
 
Lenten Soup & Spiritual Practices 
We are excited to partner with area churches for soup and spiritual 
practices on Thursdays at noon during Lent, beginning Thursday, 
February 26. Each week we will gather at a different church to enjoy 
some warm soup and learn and practice some different spiritual 
practices (such as meditation, music, Lectio Divina, etc.). No rsvp is 
required to attend. We will publish the specific dates and locations 
in bulletins in February.  
 
We would love to have some volunteers from St. John's to make 
their favorite soup or bring bread! We are hosting on Thursdays, 
March 5 and March 19. If you are able to bring soup or bread, 
please contact Pastor Tom at tom@stjohnssaukprairie.org or call 
the church office at (608) 643-2439.  
 
 
Pastor Sally’s Time Away 
Pastor Sally is out of the office for an extended time away from 
pastoral responsibilities through February 21. She is unavailable for 
pastoral care, baptisms, funerals, and weddings. She will return on 
Sunday, February 22.  
 
 
 

 
 
The Sunday School students would like to 
thank the Conformation Students for 

making necklaces as part of their Christmas present. The students 
very much liked their necklaces. 
May God Bless, 
Dale 



 

 
 

 
 

Parish Planning Council Members: 
Executive Director  Nancy Passehl  
Assistant Exec Director Marv Hupp   
Secretary   Audrey Luetscher  
Treasurer   John Brennan   
Evangelism Board  Gwen Ringelstetter  
Fellowship Board  Cathy McAlexander  
Lay Ministry Board  Josie Fentress   
Member-at-Large  Mary Weeks   
Parish Education Board James Newman  
Properties Board  John Ballweg   
PR and Social Concerns Melani Wheeler  
Stewardship Board  Anne Klinkner   
Women of ELCA   Eunice Yanke   
Youth Board   Charlie Kruchten  
Youth Member-at-Large Kendra Frey   

 

The Staff:   
Please call the church office first when possible (608) 643-2439 
Pastor: Tom Kreis                                  tom@stjohnssaukprairie.org 

(608) 577-4851 (cell) 
Pastor: Sally Williams                           sally@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
(608) 643-7810  (home) 
Director of Music: Ruellene Seymour  

 ruellene@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Youth Director: Penny Johnson         penny@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Custodian: John Hines                          john@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Office Administrator: Angie Updike     office@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Sunday School Superintendent: Dale Clason 

        sundayschool@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
St. John’s Lutheran Church: (608) 643-2439   

          www.stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Like us on Facebook at St Johns Lutheran Sauk Prairie 

Mission Statement:  Christ, our strength and refuge,  
calling us to serve 

mailto:sally@stjohnssaukprairie.org
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mailto:sundayschool@stjohnssaukprairie.org


  



 Sauk Prairie Area Food Pantry  
Food, paper products and cleaning supplies may be brought to 

the table in the gathering area at any time. These items are 
distributed to many families in the Sauk Prairie community. The 
food pantry always needs:  
 

• Toilet paper 

• Condiments (especially ketchup and mayonnaise, jelly) 

• Baking mixes (such as muffins and pancakes) 

• Box meals (e.g., Hamburger Helper) 

• Canned meals (e.g., spaghetti, ravioli, etc.) 

• Baking supplies (white and brown sugar, flour, oil) 

• Diapers – sizes 4, 5 and 6 
 

Thank you for sharing with others. 
 
 

Birthday Greetings 
We hope you take a moment to send greetings to the 

following people who have birthdays in February. The day is in 
parentheses. 

 

Ginny Nimmow (1) Marilyn Larson (18) 
216 Washington St. 1050 Prairie St., Room 11 

Sauk City, WI 53583-1133 Prairie du Sac, WI 53578-1506 

  
Diane Elsing (19) Eunice Yanke (24) 
2020 Hanksfield Pl 1050 Prairie Street #8 

Prairie du Sac, WI 53578-1159 Prairie du Sac, WI 53578 

  
 



 

 

 
Women of the Church News 

 
 Lydia Circle Thursday, February 12, at 

Darlene Holl’s, 418 Lueders Rd., Apt. 9, Sauk 
City 

  1:00pm 

 Martha Circle Thursday, February 12, St. 
John’s library 

  9:30am 

 Ruth Circle Monday, February 9, St. John’s 
library 

  9:30am 

 Sarah/Mary Circle Tuesday, February 3, St. 
John’s library 

  9:30am 

 
We will have our regular individual Circle meetings in February. Part 
2 of the study on prayer will be led by Darlene Holl, Mary Weeks, 
Marian DeGiovanni and Kathy Lester. Thirty-four ladies attended 
the all Circles meeting in January. Everyone brought treats and they 
were all very delicious! The Sarah/Mary Circle were in charge of 
service and hospitality, which was very much appreciated! We were 
all seated in a square and Pastor Tom did such a nice presentation 
on Part 1 of the Prayer Bible Study. So many of those attending 
commented about how interesting and meaningful he made the 
study and were so happy to be able to hear every word. Thank you, 
Pastor Tom! 
 
The offering for the day was $153.00. 
 
After the study, Marian DeGiovanni led the memorial service of 
members of St. John’s wo had passed away in 2025. We were so 
glad there were several of the members of families of the deceased 
who came and lit a candle for their loved ones. The list of deceased 
for 2025: 
 

Janice Carlson  Roger Clason 
Dick Borynski   Betty Fisher 
Ellen Hamlin   Judy Kah 
Wanda Kohlman  Rev. Duanne Lokken 
Caroline Morrow  Eugene “Gino” Mowitz 
Almay Nelson   Betty Risley 
Betty Page   Jim Weeks 
Diane Tenley   Deane Yanke 
Neal Jessie 

 



 
We asked anyone present who would like to light a candle for loved 
ones who were not members of St. John’s and there were several 
people who came forward to do that. It was a very impressive 
service and when it was over, it was very touching to see all of the 
burning candles and remember the people they represented and 
were loved by all of us.  
 
We have had the Pennies for Poverty Jar on the name tag table for 
several months. The final amount to be given to 6:8 charity is 
$507.77.  
 
Martha Circle has been visiting Special Friends during December 
and January. Sarah/Mary Circle will visit them during February and 
March. 
 
Bible Study Leaders Meeting on Tuesday, January 27th at 9:00 a.m.  

 
 
 

Thank you, Mobile Meals Volunteers! 
Thank you to the Mobile Meal volunteers 

for sharing your time and kindness with our neighbors. Without you, 
this program would not be possible.   
God Bless –  
PR & Social Concerns Committee   

Rodney Key  Marsha Key 
  Steve Barritt  Patty Barritt 
  Holly Kindschi  Steve Kindschi 
  Kathy Lovell  Dan Lovell 
  Kim Langer  Mike Langer 
  Mary Hallweg  Rita 
  Kris Frey  Rich Frey 
   
 

  January Baptism  
We conferred the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on Rosie 
Lee Schroder, daughter of Casey and Erin Schroeder.  
Her sponsors are Anna Ballweg and Jack Gorsuch.   



 
With Sincere Sympathy        
We offer our condolences to the family of Neal Jessie. 
We also grieve with Shirley Anding and her family on 
the loss of her sister, Betty Kasiska, of Montello, 
Wisconsin. We also offer our condolences to the family of Tony 
DeGiovanni on his death.  The visitation and funeral are on 
Saturday, February 7. 
 

First Communion Instruction 
First Communion instruction will be on Thursday, March 5th at 
6pm. If you would like to explore the possibilities of first 
communion for your children, no matter what their age, please sign 
up by calling the church office or emailing 
sally@stjohnssaukprairie.org.  Taking the class does not obligate 
anyone to begin communing nor is it a requirement for communion. 
The class is simply a time to explore what this gift of God might 
mean for you.  
 
Children are welcome to start communing at any time, but we will 
have a special First Communion Sunday, March 8th at either 
service so the congregation can honor your children in this 
important milestone! Mark your calendars! 
 
SAFE FIREARM SURRENDER EVENT 
Many of you might have participated in the "Guns to Gardens" 
forging demonstration last year by retired pastor Jeff Wild. As part 
of our continued focus on gun violence prevention, St John's will be 
hosting a Safe Firearm Surrender event on Saturday, April 18.  
The focus of the event is to provide an opportunity for congregation 
and community members to surrender a firearm they would like to 
dispose of safely.  The firearms will be disassembled and made into 
gardening tools.  We want to remind everyone that this event is 
NOT intended to send an anti-gun message, but rather provide a 
safe means to remove an unwanted firearm from your home. 
Maybe you inherited it or you no longer want it...whatever the 
reason, please consider dropping it off on April 18.  
 
We need volunteers to help us out. If you are interested or simply 
have questions, please email Jackie Frosch 
at jackiefrosch4@gmail.com.  We are setting the minimum age for 
volunteering at 18 years old.   
 

mailto:jackiefrosch4@gmail.com


Mark your calendars for April 18!  More information to come on the 
event as well as volunteer roles. 

 
Card Shower for Bruce 
and Aletha 
Let’s continue to show 

our appreciation for Bruce Fritsch and Aletha Ballweg with a card 
shower. You many drop off your cards in the office or give them to 
Pastor Tom. Let’s show them how much we appreciate what they 
have done for St. John’s church. Please have cards to the office or 
Pastor Tom by Sunday, February 8. 

 

 
 

We invite you to pray for peace on the 20th day of each month. On 
February 20th, please repeat the following prayer:  

 

We pray for all whose lives  
have been touched by tragedy, 

whether by accident 
or a deliberate act. 

For those who mourn, 
immerse them in your love 

and lead them through this darkness 
into your arms, and light. 
For those who comfort, 

be in both the words they use 
and all that's left unspoken; 

fill each heart with love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

whose own suffering brought us life, 
here and for eternity. Amen 

©John Birch 
 

New Member Welcome              
On Sunday, February 1st, at the 8:00 AM worship 
service we will be welcoming our new members, 
followed by a reception in their honor. New 
members will be listed in the March Visitor. 

 

Offering Envelopes 

If you have not picked up your offering envelopes and/or would like 
to have some envelopes, please contact the office. 



 
Fellowship News  

Thank you to those who helped clean the church kitchen, 
Kim Diehl, Gayle Straw, Gwen Ringelstetter, Donna Nelson. Larry 
McAlexander and Cathy McAlexander. Many hands made light 
work. I appreciate you all. 

We will honor our new members at a reception on February 
1 and will welcome Angie Updike as our new office coordinator at a 
reception on February 8. These receptions will both be held during 
coffee time in fellowship hall. Please join us as we welcome these 
new additions to our church family. 

A sign up for Palm Sunday brunch will be posted February 
15. Please consider what you can do to help make this wonderful 
tradition a success. 

Please consider volunteering to serve coffee to our 
wonderful church family. It is a fun way to connect and reconnect 
with friends and an opportunity to meet and serve new members ( 
who will become new friends!) The sign up sheet is posted on the 
kiosk in the foyer. We can help!! 

 
Update for 2026 Lutheran World Relief Baby Kits 
New or Like New or Handmade Items ONLY! 
 

• Sizes remain the same (6 Months through 24 Months/ 

• 2Toddler).  

• Like New means pristine, no stains or signs of wear!. 

• No fleece or micro fleece as micro-plastics are released into 
the water supply when washed, causing environmental 
concerns.  

• Onesies & footed sleepers can be modified only by cutting & 
then hemming or surging the hems making a usable t-shirt 
or non-footed sleeper. If you prefer not to sew yourself, you 
may still donate the items & we will hem before adding them 
to kits.  

The new guidelines suggest asking: Would I give this as a gift at a 
baby shower? 
Hand towels and socks MUST BE NEW! 
 
Thank you for your understanding as LWR seeks to improve the 
quality of the Baby Kits!   
 
Any questions direct to Marian DeGiovanni 608-963-7941.  



Sunday School News 
 

There will be no Sunday School on February 15th. 
 
Sunday School Bake Sale 
On Sunday February 8 the 5th and 6th grade students of St. John's 
Sunday School will be holding a Bake Sale in the front gathering 
area. The sale begins at 9:00am. There will be many wonderful 
goodies to choose from so please stop at the tables to meet the 
students and support their work. All money collected from the sale 
will go to the Sauk Prairie Food Pantry. 
 
 

Sunday School Offering Project 
Our offering for the 2025-2026 Sunday School year is being 
designated for Sauk Prairie Area Food Pantry. A nutritious diet is 
important to a child’s health. Foods high in protein and vitamins 
help keep tummies full and immune systems 
strong.  
 

Offering and items will be collected every Sunday we have Sunday 
School. Students are welcome to give each week or as they are 
able. EVERY gift counts. It’s not the amount we give, but the reason 
we give we are God’s Helping Hands. 
 
There will be a basket to put donations in by the Children's Library.  
 

Adult Education 
We hope you will join us on February 1, 8 and 15 as we will shift 
gears to talk more about Christian Nationalism and the idea of 
rapture with Rev. Peter Heide. Some of the topics we will be 
covering are ceremonial deism, misreadings of the Book of 
Revelation, Blitz litigation and legislation, strategies for controlling 
power, and the Seven Mountain Mandate.  
 

There will be no class on February 22. 
 

March 1, 8, 15, 22: Pastor Sally on Gun Violence Prevention. We 
will watch a documentary called Ricochet throughout these weeks, 
engage in conversation and spiritual practices, and talk about ways 
to take action. 

 
 



Middle and High School News 
Ninth Graders Living Lutheran 

This confirmation year, ninth-grade students are learning the ways 
in which they can be Living Lutheran as a member of St. John’s 
church. This year, we’ve started having night-graders get involved 
with the Sauk Prairie community for these lessons. During the Fall, 
students participated in game-nights at The Pines Assisted Living 
residence and Maplewood Village. In January, students volunteered 
with the Sauk Prairie Food Pantry. In February, we’ll wrap up our 
community engagement with service-night at 6:8 on Wednesday, 
Feb. 4, 2026, from 6:00-7:00pm. You would be proud to see these 
young teens represent St. John’s as caring and engaging partners 
in the community!   

Confirmation and Lenten Evening Services 

Please help your student prepare for the upcoming season of Lent, 
when St. John's will have the confirmation students lead the 
Evening Services. Please note, there is no class on February 18, 
Ash Wednesday. However, students are encouraged to attend Ash 
Wednesday Service. 
 
For all other Wednesdays in Lent, students will attend a short 
classroom lesson from 6:00-6:30pm then attend service from 
6:30pm-7:00pm. Parents, family, friends, and mentors are invited to 
attend Lenten Evening Services and support your students as they 
lead! 

• Wed Feb. 18 Ash Wednesday, dinner at 5:30pm 

• Wed Feb. 25 Seventh Grade Leads Service 

• Wed March 4 Eighth Grade Leads Service 

• Wed March 11 Ninth Grade Leads Service 

• Wed, March 18 Eighth Grade Leads Service 

• Wed, March 25 Seventh Grade Leads Service 

• Wed, April 1 Holy Week- No Confirmation 

There will be no meals for confirmation during Lent through March.  



Mentor Invitation to Lenten Evening Service 
St. John’s confirmation students will be inviting their mentors to 
attend Lenten Evening Service on Wednesday, March 11, 2026. All 
folks are invited to attend services each Wednesday night in Lent, 
to support the youth as lead Worship, but we extend a special 
invitation to our Confirmation Mentors to attend with their students 
on 3/11/26 and experience their express of faith at St. John’s. 
Service is 6:30-7:00pm. Watch your email for more information to 
come.  

 

Winter Weather 
How will you know if St. John’s is closed for worship services and 
Sunday School? You can call the church office (608-643-2439) after 
7:00am; the answering machine message will state the times of 
service or the news that the church is closed. You can also look at 
our Facebook page. If we cancel only the 8am service there will be 
no Sunday School class. If you have any doubt about road 
conditions and your ability to maneuver, don’t risk a fall or an 
accident. Please stay home and join us via ZOOM. 
 
   Volunteer Opportunity 

If you would like a chance to volunteer behind the 
scenes and during the week, the quilters would 
love your help. We meet every Wednesday from 
8:30am to lunchtime, but we always welcome 
helpers who can only come occasionally or only for 
a few hours. No sewing skills necessary. We are 
happy to find something you can do to help. 
 

Easter Flower Garden 
Kim Sisbach will be in the gathering area between services on 
February 15 and 22 to collect money for flowers 
and donations for Easter. This year we will only 
be ordering 20 tulips and 20 daffodils for the 
garden around the altar in the sanctuary. You 
may make a $5 donation in celebration of a 
special occasion or in honor or memory of a 
loved one. The details will be printed in the 
Easter bulletin. Since we are only ordering a limited amount this 
year, if you wish to take home a tulip or daffodil, it will be on a first 
come first serve basis after the 10:30 Easter service or on the 
Tuesday after Easter in the church lobby. 



PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES 
DATE: January 6, 2026 

 

Present: Nancy Passehl, Sally Williams, Charlie Kruchten, Gwen 
Ringelstetter, Marv Hupp, Tom Kreis , Mary Weeks, Audrey 
Luetscher, John Brennan, Melani Wheeler, Josie Fentress, Cathy 
McAlexander, Anne Klinkner, John Ballweg, James Newman, 
Kendra Frey 
 

Absent: Eunice Yanke 

 

Call to Order/Opening remarks: 

Meeting was called to order at 6:05 pm by Nancy Passehl. Nancy 
asked for approval of the agenda. Motion to approve was made by 
Melanie Wheeler 2nd by John Ballweg. Motion carried. Devotion was 
given by John Brennan. 
 
Secretary Minutes: 

The December 2, 2025, minutes were submitted online by Audrey 
Luetscher. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Marv 
Hupp and 2nd by Mary Weeks. Motion carried 

Treasurer report: 

The committee reviewed and discussed the December 2025 
Treasurer report submitted by John Brennan.   

December Report numbers 

Current 
Month 
Income 

Current 
Expenses 

Current 

Balance 
YTD 

Income 
YTD 

Expenses 
 YTD 

 Budget 

$98,922 $44,745 $ $597,663 $539,202 $63,460 

 

Our new bookkeeper, Karissa Johnson from Prairie Bookkeeping, 
started in December. We are hard at work transferring data into the 
new system. Preparation for tax season is also well on its way. We 
again want to thank Bruce Fritsch for all his hard work and 
encourage everyone to thank him when you see him. 
 
A motion to approve the financial report was made by Audrey 
Luetscher, 2nd by Gwen Ringelstetter.  Motion carried 



COMMITTEE REPORTS -  SEND TO SECRETARY E-MAIL 

Evangelism:  Gwen Ringelstetter  
 

• Still in need of a photographer for new member installation on 
Feb 1 

• Making “New Member” welcome folders 
• 17 Graduation kits were sent out 
• Starting discussion about an updated directory  

Fellowship:  Cathy McAlexander  

• Our church family shared their abundance of goodies at 
fellowship coffee time on December 28. 

• There will be a church kitchen cleaning day on January 15 from 
9:00-11:30am. 

• The 2026 coffee service volunteer sign-up sheet has been 
posted on the kiosk in the lobby 

• A reception for new members will be held February 1, 2026. 

Lay Ministry: Josie Fentress 

• Kim is waiting for the upcoming events to schedule flowers 
• Gina continues to have issues getting ushers for 2nd service 
• Linda followed up on hymnal repair. It is felt these could be 

repaired in house, with possibly a small committee to do so and 
then look into new ways to store them properly 

• Pastor Tom spoke about RIC (Reconciled in Christ). Our PPC 
met with leaders from a Watertown ELCA church to discuss 
how this program helps churches become more welcoming to 
all races, religions and LGBTQ. As a church, we will all be 
educated on what RIC means along with inclusiveness training 
and then make a decision on becoming an RIC congregation. 

• The committee will be checking assistant’s robes at the Jan 13 
meeting. 

Parish Education:  James Newman 
• The Sunday School Christmas program was on Sunday 

December 14th. Thank you to everyone that volunteered to 
make this happen.  

•  Confirmation students peeled 150 lbs of potatoes for the Sauk 
Prairie Thanksgiving meal, shopped for Caring tree, purchasing 
55 gifts for local youth and Christmas caroled at Maplewood and 
the Pines. 



• Adult education continues through January 18 covering a series 
on Revelation 

 
Properties: John Ballweg 
 
• Hellenbrand Water made a service call to check the leaking 

softener. It was determined the softener is a 1997 model & 
parts are no longer available. A new softener is on order & 
should arrive in the next several weeks. 

• The Prairie du Sac fire department stopped for a follow-up visit 
from last summer’s inspection. We had no violations, but a few 
suggestions were offered. 

• The melting snow & ice resulted in some water dripping into the 
sanctuary, but John Hines was on it promptly to minimize any 
damage. 

 
PR & Social Concerns: Melani Wheeler 

• Finalizing the “Gun Take Back” for April 18. Volunteers are 
needed to assist & will need to advertise to the community & 
other churches. 

• Working to organize a community meal for the 3rd Thursday of 
the month. 

• Starting to discuss signage for the south side of the church 
facing Oak St. This would help people be more aware of 
presence & St. John’s services. 

• Planning to resume banner advertising for next Christmas Eve 
services. 

Stewardship Board: Anne Klinkner  

• February will be the financial audit. 
• Stewardship will have monthly themes focusing on Mission for 

2026, on display in the narthex. 
• January theme is outreach & benevolence. February will focus 

on youth. Each month will be personalized to St. John’s & 
discuss the purpose of each board. 

• LEAD event is 2/7/26 at Messiah Lutheran Church in Cottage 
Grove. The main speaker will be focusing on Stewardship 

Women of the ELCA : Ruth Dresser/Eunice Yanke  
• Thankoffereing service was on Sunday, November 23. $311 

was collected. 



• Recommendations for Christmas Cheer ($200 each) to be given 
to Hope House and the Special Olympics was approved by all 
Circles. 

• No individual Circle meetings in January. Instead, all Circles will 
be meeting together on January 8. Pastor Tom will lead the 
Bible Study. 

• Martha Circle will visit Special Friends in December and 
January. 

• Please see detailed minutes in the January Visitor. 
 

Youth Committee: Charlie Kruchten 
No report 
 
Member at Large: Mary Weeks 
No report 
 
Youth Member at Large: Kendra Frey  

Second trimester started shortly before the holiday break. 
 
The week before Holiday break- Sources of Strength mentor wedge 
group, which I am a part of, put on holiday dress-up days for the 
week. We were on the announcements reading quotes from famous 
mentors, we put on a video that explained what a mentor was and 
some examples of mentors, and finally, at lunch one day, during the 
week we had a table where you could write a note to a mentor you 
look up to, explaining how they were a mentor to you. This whole 
week was to bring awareness and knowledge for mentors. 
 
Pastor/Intern Reports   

Lead Pastor Tom’s  report: 

• Completed and sent in the application to Wartburg Theological 
Seminary for an intern. 

• Completed staff reviews. 
• Working with our Ecumenical partners to plan Ash Wednesday. 
• Reaching out to school district social workers to see how St. 

John’s can help in any way. 
• Welcoming Angie Updike to our staff. 
• Lent worship planning- theme is Faith in a Digital World 
• Begin review of St. John’s outreach ministries. Review, 

prioritize, what isn’t working, what might be new opportunities, 
this might also have something to do with the school system, 
and what I learn from the social workers. 



Pastor Sally’s report: 

• What a great celebration of Christ’s birth! There were so many 
people who worked hard on all the details to make it all come 
together. Thank you! 

• Adult Education continues with Revelation through January 18, 
then Rev. Peter Heide will teach through February 15 talking 
more about rapture and Christian Nationalism. Later in 
February, we will shift back to learning some more about gun 
violence prevention. 

• Reminder that I will be away form St. John’s for rest and 
renewal beginning Sunday, January 26 through Saturday, 
February 21. I will return on Sunday, February 22. I will not be 
available for any pastoral care or acts including baptisms, 
funerals, or weddings. 

 

Old Business: 

• On December 2, Dave Morstad and a leadership team of 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church of Watertown, 
presented their journey to becoming a Reconciling In Christ 
(RIC) church. 

• This is an inclusionary process meant to be congregation led 
(not pastor or PP led) and explores if we as a congregation will 
publicly “see, name, celebrate and advocate for people of all 
sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions 
in the Lutheran church” 
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/ric/becomeric/ 

• James Newman will be forming a core group to lead this topic. 
One of the beginning steps to get everyone involved is sto 
develop a survey to be sent to the Congregation which will help 
this team move forward. 

 
New Business:  

• Volunteerism was discussed as a group & how we all can help 
fill the empty blanks for Sunday duties. We realize life is busy & 
recognize this isn’t unique to St. John’s. Nancy P challenged the 
PPC members to try doing a new task and invite another person 
to join them. 

• Since Angie is our new Office Admin, we discussed how we 
should make ourselves available to offer assistance to her, 
while she learns the new job. 

https://www.reconcilingworks.org/ric/becomeric/


• Jackie will update & clarify the home web page to include what 
various tasks entail & who to contact to participate. Hopefully 
this will make the page more user friendly. 

 
Next meeting is Tuesday, February 3, 2026 at 6:00 pm.  Devotion 
will be given by James Newman.  A motion to adjourn the meeting 
was made by Anne Klinkner and 2nd by James Newman.  Motion 
carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm.  with the Lord’s Prayer lead 
by Pastor Tom. 

Respectfully submitted by Audrey Luetscher 



 

 

 
 

Happy February Birthday! 
The day is in parenthesis. 

 

Our Youngest: 

Greta Myhro (19) Remi Gustafson (20) 

Harlow Goodwin (22) Harlan Slotty (24) 

Hudson Gorsuch (27)  

  

Our Sunday School Students: 

Tenley Sorg (5) Mabel Johnson (5) 

Gage Fourtner (6) Audrey Conger (14) 

Lucy Pickett (21) Hannah Bischoff (22) 

Annabelle Sweeney (23) Gavin Johnson (25) 

Jack Conger (25)  

  

Our Youth: 

Addison Schulenburg (11) Kylie Hutchins (15) 

Brynn Kruchten (15) Landon Pape (16) 

Molly Williams (19) Cashton Lane (22) 

Ezra Bauer (22) Cheyenne Pfaff-Zasada (24) 

Kiptyn Suchla (26) Evelynn Brennan (26) 

Mason Williams (27) Kate Wernsing (28) 

  

College and Career-age Young People: 

BrookLynn Baier (16) Colin Wernsing (18) 

Kate Himebauch (19)  
 


