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Isaiah 55:12 
For you shall go out in joy 

  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 
What is your favorite part of summer? 

Mine has changed over the years. When I was a kid, being 
off from school was the first and best part of summer. The long 
days to play outside with all the neighborhood friends, camping on 
weekends, the Fourth of July, maybe getting into a little bit of 
trouble, picnics with family—the list was long. 

I guess my list is long now, too, but it’s a bit different—
maybe a bit simpler. The longer days are still high on my list, but I 
have to tell you, the lush green of Wisconsin is right up there at the 
top. I have long ago given up many of my outdoor winter hobbies, 
and the short winter days tend to dampen my spirits. But the color 
green in the summer seems to give me an extra step in my day; it 
brings me hope. 

In the church, you will notice the pastors wearing green 
stoles, and the paraments are all green as well. We move to the 
color green after Pentecost. The color green represents spiritual 
growth—a time for Christians to deepen their faith and discipleship; 
life and renewal—reflecting the ongoing life of the Church; and 
hope and vitality—God’s work continuing in everyday life. 

I will tell you that I didn’t know any of this when my 
appreciation for summer’s life-giving green first took root. But in 
hindsight, it all makes sense. 

This season after Pentecost—this long stretch of “green 
time”—is not flashy. It doesn’t come with the drama of Christmas or 
Easter. Instead, it invites us into steady growth. Like the fields and 
trees around us, faith doesn’t usually grow all at once. It deepens 
quietly, day by day, nourished by Word, community, and grace. 

As you enjoy the beauty of this summer season, I invite you 
to see that green not just as scenery, but as a reminder. A reminder 
that God is still at work. A reminder that growth is happening, even 
when it feels slow or unseen. A reminder that new life, hope, and 
renewal are not just ideas—but promises we live into every day. 



May this green season fill you with renewed energy, deeper 
faith, and a quiet confidence that God is growing something good in 
you. 

       Peace,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big “thank you” to all of you for 
your cards, phone calls, flowers, 
gifts and taking the time for a 
visit. Most of all the prayers for 
my recovery from the hospital to 

Maplewood from my fall on April 15th. I appreciate every one of you 
so much! You’re very special to me. Love you up and beyond. 
      Gloria Moles 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

Parish Planning Council Members: 
Executive Director  Nancy Passehl  
Assistant Exec Director Marv Hupp   
Secretary   Audrey Luetscher  
Treasurer   John Brennan   
Evangelism Board  vacant  
Fellowship Board  Cathy McAlexander  
Lay Ministry Board  Josie Fentress   
Member-at-Large  Mary Weeks   
Parish Education Board James Newman  
Properties Board  John Ballweg   
PR and Social Concerns Melani Wheeler  
Stewardship Board  Anne Klinkner   
Women of ELCA   Marian DeGiovanni  
Youth Board   Charlie Kruchten  
Youth Member-at-Large Kendra Frey   

 

The Staff:   
Please call the church office first when possible (608) 643-2439 
Pastor: Tom Kreis                                  tom@stjohnssaukprairie.org 

(608) 577-4851 (cell) 
Pastor: Sally Williams                           sally@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
(608) 643-7810  (home) 
Director of Music: Ruellene Seymour  

 ruellene@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Youth Director: Penny Johnson         penny@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Custodian: John Hines                          john@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Office Administrator: Angie Updike     office@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Sunday School Superintendent: Dale Clason 

        sundayschool@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
St. John’s Lutheran Church: (608) 643-2439   

          www.stjohnssaukprairie.org 
Like us on Facebook at St Johns Lutheran Sauk Prairie 

Mission Statement:  Christ, our strength and refuge,  
calling us to serve 
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Sauk Prairie Area Food Pantry  
Food, paper products and cleaning supplies may be 
brought to the table in the gathering area at any 
time. These items are distributed to many families in 
the Sauk Prairie community. The food pantry always 
needs:  

 

• Toilet paper 

• Condiments (especially ketchup and mayonnaise, jelly) 

• Canned vegetables and fruits 

• Baby food and formula 

• Box meals (e.g., Hamburger Helper) 

• Canned meals (e.g., spaghetti, ravioli, etc.) 

• Baking supplies (white and brown sugar, flour, oil) 

• Canned Meats, Pastas, Pork & Beans, Chili, Sloppy Joes, or  
similar 

• Diapers – sizes 4, 5 and 6 
 

Thank you for sharing with others. 
 
Birthday Greetings 
We hope you take a moment to send greetings to the 
following people who have birthdays in June. The day 
is in parentheses. 

Roger Maynard (6) Maureen Patterson (6) 

7429 North St. 703 Phillips Street 

Sauk City, WI 53583-9723 Sauk City, WI 53583 

  
Jan Floeter (7) Diane Reich (8) 

722 Risley Oak Court 1017 Madison St. 

Prairie du Sac, WI 53578 Sauk City, WI  53583 

  
Jim Wolfgram (11) Ruth Tupper (16) 

309 Sycamore St. 1050 Prairie Street 

Sauk City, WI 53583 Prairie du Sac, WI 53578 

  

Carol Ellingson (19) Bob Nelson (21) 

Oak Park Place 821 Hanksfield Place 

800 Waldo St Apt 2209 Prairie du Sac, WI 53578-1160 

Baraboo, WI 53913  

  

Dianne Effinger (24) Pam Pickens (25) 

W14204 Selwood Dr 345 8th Street 

Prairie du Sac, WI 53578-9526 Prairie du Sac, WI  53578 



 

 Lydia Circle Thursday, June 11 at Carol 
Benson’s, 723 Madison St., Apt. 11 

  1:00pm 

 Martha Circle Thursday, June 4, The Pines, 
front door Activity Room 

  9:30am 

 Ruth Circle Monday, June 8, St. John’s library   9:00am 

 Sarah/Mary Circle Tuesday, June 2, St. John’s 
library 

  9:30am 

     In May, 24 women attended Circle meetings, where Bible 
studies were led by Darlene Holl, Mary Weeks, Marian DeGiovanni, 
and Kathy Lester. The same leaders will continue in June as the 
groups begin a three-part study titled “I Am Worthy.” 
     The WELCA Sauk/Columbia Conference, held April 25, drew 37 
women from several area churches. Marian DeGiovanni welcomed 
attendees and honored Eunice Yankee, a longtime WELCA 
member who passed away in March. The gathering included 
worship, singing, devotions based on Micah 6:8, and 
encouragement to attend the 2026 WELCA Gathering in Des 
Moines. 
     The keynote speaker was John Ramthun, co-founder of the 
Christian nonprofit 6:8, which focuses on serving communities 
through justice, mercy, and humble living. He explained how the 
organization supports people through programs that restore dignity, 
provide poverty assistance, job training, youth programs, food 
support, tutoring, and mission work. The organization also operates 
a café that helps fund its mission and provides second chances for 
individuals and families. 
     Attendees were impressed by the impact of 6:8 and encouraged 
to continue supporting its work. The conference offering totaled 
$808, split between 6:8 and the WELCA South Central Wisconsin 
Synodical Organization. After the meeting, guests enjoyed a lunch 
prepared by Donna and volunteers. 
     Looking ahead, the church will host an All-Circle Picnic on July 
23 in the Fellowship Hall. Preparations are also underway for 
Lutheran World Relief kits and quilts, with each Circle responsible 
for different types of kits. The deadline for having our Lutheran 
World Relief kits and quilts ready for shipment will be in September. 
Thrivent grants will help cover expenses, and the quilting group has 
been working diligently throughout the year. Lydia Circle has been 
visiting Special Friends during April and May, while Ruth Circle will 
continue visiting them in June and July. 
 

 
 



 
With Sincere Sympathy 
We offer our condolences to the following families: 

Cliff and Cindy Thompson on the death of Cindy’s 
mom, Carol Gerken, who died May 3 

 
LWR Baby Kit Update 
Good news! We have plenty of diaper pins for this year but are still 
in need of flat fold diapers! Each kit needs FOUR! Also remember 
that socks & hand towels (preferably dark towels) are the 2 items 
that must be NEW!  Any other items must be in pristine condition--
would I give this at a baby shower being the guideline! Also, NO 
MICROFLEECE in any items due to microplastics released when 
washing. Items in size 6 months to 2 Toddler (24 months) are  
needed. If knitting baby caps, softer baby yarn is preferred. LWR 
has had to pay fines if the items appear secondhand, which is why 
the guidelines have been updated. Thank you all for supporting this 
ministry! Any questions, call Marian DeGiovanni 608-963-7941 or 
email tnmdegi@gmail.com.  
 

 
 

We invite you to pray for peace on the 20th day of each month.  On 
June 20, please repeat the following prayer:  

 

God of wholeness, God of Grace, 
to you we bring our thanks and praise. 

To a world that searches 
you are a lamp that shines, 

to a world that is hungry 
you are food that sustains, 

to a world that suffers 
you are hope of release, 
to a world that’s broken 

you are one who restores, 
to a world full of hate 

you are love that forgives, 
to a world that denies 

you are truth that endures. 
To you we bring our thanks and praise, 

God of wholeness, God of Grace.  
 

©John Birch 

mailto:tnmdegi@gmail.com


 

Wanted:   
Mobile Meals Delivery Volunteers! 
We need volunteers for Wednesday, 
June 17. 
 

Community Resources 
Maplewood has FREE resources where the community is 
encouraged to attend. Simply come to Maplewood, 245 Sycamore 
St., Sauk City, during the designated date and time. 

1. Grief & Loss Support Group (every 3rd Tuesday 3-4pm) 
2. Caretakers Alzheimer/Dementia support group (every 4th 

Tuesday 3-4pm) 
 

Pride in the Park 
First United Church of Christ and Concordia United Methodist 
Church are hosting Pride in the Park, a community celebration of 
inclusion and unity. The event kicks off on Sunday, June 14 at 
11:15am, with musical performance by Perfect Harmony at 11:30. 
Bring a dish and enjoy a potluck lunch at noon with friends, 
neighbors, and community members. This event will be held on the 
corner of Madison St. and Washington St. in Sauk City. 
 

New Member Exploration 
Every year, we are delighted to welcome new members into our 
congregation, and we give thanks for the opportunity to grow 
together in faith and fellowship.  

As part of our new member process, we invite all new members to 
participate in a special learning session. Together, we will explore 
the history of the Lutheran Church, how our church is structured, 
and what it means to be faithful stewards and active members of 
God’s Church—and of St. John’s in particular.  The new member 
learning session will be held on Sunday, June 14 immediately 
following worship. This session offers a meaningful opportunity not 
only to learn, but also to connect and build relationships within our 
church family. Current members are warmly encouraged to attend 
the June 14 session as well. Your presence is a wonderful way to 
extend hospitality, share the story of our congregation and help 
welcome those who are new to our church family. 

New member installation will be held on Sunday, June 28 at 9:00 
am with a reception to follow. We look forward to celebrating and 
officially welcoming our new members during this special service. 

For more information or with any questions, please contact Pastor 
Tom. 



Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
This month marks 20 years of ministry with you. It 
takes my breath away.  
 
Over a thousand worship Sunday services together. 207 baptisms 
of God’s children. 20 classes Confirmed in faith. 40 couples united 
in marriage. 141 funerals for our beloveds. Countless hospital visits, 
living room conversations, and sacred moments of prayer. 
 
“Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there I am 
with them.” Matthew 18:20. We have been together in ministry for 
20 years and what a good, wild, unexpected, and joyful 20 years it 
has been.  
 
Metta Herrick Carlson has a blessing in her book, Speak it Plain. I 
pray this blessing for each one of you: 
 
It is not only what you do,  
but how you connect and love 
that can transform a role or tasks into a gift from God. 
 
God bless your showing up  
and the details of your doing. 
 
God bless your willingness  
to fail and learn from the process. 
 
God bless your humility and humor  
in the heart of what you do best.  
 
God bless your duty and joy  
for this community and impact. 
 
God bless your candor  
about what really matters to you. 
 
God bless your flexibility  
about the details and outcome alike. 
 
God bless your observations  
about who else might be invited to help. 
 
God bless your stepping back  



so another can participate more fully. 
 
God bless your openness  
to a process of becoming together. 
 
For these are the gifts of God.  
And so are you. 
 
Thank you, St. John’s! 
 
 
 
 
 
Baby Congratulations 
     Kia and Kevin Nelson welcomed a girl, Jovie Jean, 
on April 24. Grandparents are Donna and Doug Nelson 
and great-grandfather is Bob Nelson. 
     Madi Mellum and Lincz Frey welcomed a boy, Bohdi Frey, on 
May 12. Grandparents are Jessica and Scott Frey and great-
grandparents are Rich and Kris Frey. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastor Sally’s 20th Anniversary 
CELEBRATE!!!    GOOD NEWS!!! 
Come celebrate with us as we honor 
Pastor Sally’s 20th anniversary of 
her ordination. Please join us for a 
traditional potluck brunch on June 
21, after church in fellowship hall. 
Please bring your favorite brunch, 
breakfast and lunch dishes. Be sure 
to bring enough to share with our 

church family as well as family and friends of Pastor Sally and 
pastors and interns who have served with Sally. Let’s make this day 
great for Pastor Sally! 
 



 
 
Sunday, June 7th is LSS Sunday at St. John’s. Jennifer 
Williamson from the LSS Church Relations Team will be our guest 
preacher that day. Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan makes a life-changing impact for tens of thousands 
of neighbors each year. Through this ministry, we walk with 
neighbors in need – people with disabilities, people struggling with 
mental health and addiction challenges, vulnerable elders, at-risk 
youth. We provide and connect people with services that empower 
people to be healthy, housed, and thriving. You can learn more 
about how God is at work through the ministry of Lutheran Social 
Services at lsswis.org.  
About our guest preacher: Jennifer Williamson joined the LSS 
Church Relations Team in 2025. She has previously served 
organizations addressing environmental policy, refugee and 
immigrant ministry and world hunger. She is a member of Grace 
Lutheran Church in Dodgeville, where she lives with her husband 
and two children. 
 
Vacation Bible School! 
We are so excited to welcome our students back to VBS this 
summer on Monday, August 3 – Thursday, August 6 at 9am-2pm 
with counselors from Lutherdale Bible Camp (held at St. John’s). 
This will include games and music and learning about Jesus! 
 

This is completely FREE! We ask that families send a cold lunch 
with their students. Students who have completed Kindergarten 
through 6th grade are welcome to attend. If you’d like to sign up 
contact Pastor Sally at sally@stjohnsaukprairie.org or call the 
church office at 608-643-2439. 
 

We will need volunteers to help with signing in/out students, helping 
with snack time, and other various tasks. Please see Pastor Sally if 
you’re able to help! 
 

Young Adult Updates 
New job? Accepted into a new program? Won an award? Need 
prayers for something specific? Please email Pastor Sally at 
sally@stjohnssaukprairie.org or message her on Facebook with any 
updates, so that we may continue to celebrate and pray for you in 
your life in Christ. 



Middle and High School News 
 

Celebration at Graduation Sunday 
St. John’s was honored to celebrate with our high school seniors as 
they were recognized for their graduation during service on the third 
Sunday of May. We are proud to send these students into 
adulthood with our prayers for a blessed future. 

Ezra Bauer  Micah Boerger 
Breileigh Brickl  Kaleb Chetwood 
Graysen Dunn  Josie Frey 
Elleigh Harter  Simon Homp 
Kylie Hutchins  Sean Jager 
Douglas Jolicoeur Jason King 
Ian Quayle  Jenna Shimpach 
Noelle Small  Kate Wernsing 
 

Summer Confirmation   
Confirmation students should sign-up for at least three Worship 
Jobs during the “summer” season which is June thru Sept. Sign-up 
at  https://signup.com/go/KPPmyrQ  Additionally, students can get a 
jump start on next year’s confirmation program by completing 
sermon notes, acts of kindness, staying in touch with their mentor 
and other activities during the summer. 
 

Cow Chip Parade 
St. John's will be hosting another parade float in the Cow Chip 
Parade. Sunday School students, confirmation students and teens 
are invited to help decorate the float or ride/walk with us. Register 
at https://signup.com/go/HhWvrzO, or feel free to reach out 
to penny@stjohnssaukprairie.org with any questions. Tell your 
friends and family to cheer for us along the parade route! 
 

https://signup.com/go/KPPmyrQ
https://signup.com/go/HhWvrzO
mailto:penny@stjohnssaukprairie.org


Adult Education 
 

This summer/fall, we have three 
Christian education opportunities for 
teens and adults. Please see the 
kiosk for more details.  
 
WIVEC  WI FAITH VOICES WEBINARS 
 

St. John’s will host a BROWN BAG LUNCH opportunity to allow us to 
participate as a group in webinars from WIVEC on the first Monday 
of each month at Noon. Invite your friends of any faith or no faith to 
join you for Faithful Voice in a Critical Hour.  Peter and Susan 
Heide will facilitate the sessions. The dates are as follows: 
  
June 1 Faithful Voice in a Critical Hour: A Study - From 

Sacred Texts to Civic Values. 
July 6  A Reflection—America’s 250th Anniversary 
August 3 A Call to Serve—Poll Chaplain Program 
September 8 A Path to Participation—Reaching Reluctant Voters 
October 5 A Moral Lens—A Review of Wisconsin Amendments 
November 2 A Gathering—The Faith Community Together 
 
ICONIC DOCUMENTS IN AMERICAN LIFE 
 

After worship in June, we will take a look at a few key documents in 
US history. The Heides will facilitate the discussion.  
 

June 7  “America the Beautiful”, Katherine Lee Bates 
June 14 “The New Colossus”, Emma Lazarus 
June 21 “The Declaration of Independence”, Thomas 
  Jefferson     
June 28 “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July”, Frederick 

Douglass 
 

“INTENTIONALLY CHRISTIAN!: AN ONLINE STUDY OF DIETRICH 

BONHOEFFER AND LIFE TOGETHER” 
 

This webinar series will be led by Dr. Craig Nessan from Wartburg 
Theological Seminary, on Sundays, May 31-July 5, at 4 pm CT by 
Zoom. Each will be 75 minutes. All are welcome! Register at this 
website link. Here you will also find the Study Guide and 
Instructions about the preferred text. 
Zoom Bonhoeffer Study w/ Dr. Nessan 
 

https://www.wifaithvoices.org/wivec
https://sites.google.com/view/bonhoeffer-dr-craig-nessan/home?fbclid=IwY2xjawR5lQ5leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFtRGRpNmQ3RVdRakVIMExHc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkGmEayBoNR2rK6DDGyTSYeX4OGFsvZLybXDghF4SY7JONjndIuJer9PxdPZ_aem_D_p2on8D-HcUzAfqaRoQ8w


 
PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES 

DATE: May 5, 2026 
 

Present: Nancy Passehl, Sally Williams, Cathy McAlexander, Marv 
Hupp, Mary Weeks, Kendra Frey, John Brennan, Josie Fentress, 
Melani Wheeler, Anne Klinkner, James Newman, Marian 
DeGiovanni, Audrey Luetscher, Charlie Kruchten 
 

Absent: Gwen Ringelstetter, John Ballweg, Pastor Tom 

Call to Order/Opening remarks: 

Meeting was called to order at   6:06 p.m. by Nancy Passehl.  
Nancy P asked for approval of the agenda. Motion to approve was 
made by Anne Klinkner, 2nd by Josie Fentress, motion carried.  

Secretary Minutes: 

The April 13, 2026, minutes were submitted online by Audrey 
Luetscher. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Mary 
Weeks and 2nd by Cathy McAlexander. Motion carried 

Treasurer’s report John Brennan 

• A busy month, with Holy Week to start us off. We had our best 
month of the year. We are under budget and closer to even than 
last year. 

• Our incoming intern will be under budget, as he does not require 
housing 

• We enthusiastically support spending a little extra to update our 
phones for our staff 

 

Motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by Marv Hupp, 2nd 
by Melani Wheeler. Motion carried. 
 

Current 
Month 
Income 

Current  
Month 

Expenses 

Current 
Month 

Balance 

Year-to- 
Date 

Income 

Year-to-
Date 

Expenses 

Year-to- 
Date 

Budget 

$52,724 $37,393 $15,4404 $170,397 $173,862 $191,545 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Evangelism:  Gwen Ringelstetter 

No meeting 



 

Fellowship:  Cathy McAlexander  

• We served receptions on April 26 and May 3 for our Affirmation 
of Baptism students 

• We will celebrate High School graduates with a reception May 
17 

 

Lay Ministry:  Josie Fentress 

• Linda Michaels is resigning as Communion setup/cleanup chair. 
She will remain in the position until a replacement is found. 

• An information sheet was passed out on repairing the hymnals 
(Linda’s project). After discussion, it was decided to apply for a 
grant with Thrivent to help cover the cost of repairs. At out next 
meeting we will try to schedule hymnal repairs, also reaching 
out to the congregation for volunteers to help. 

• Patty is looking for men volunteer communion assistants in 
addition to women. 

• Kim will be taking orders for geraniums for Pentecost on May 3 
and 10 

• Ruellene is preparing upcoming music and will try to have a 
Kids of the Kingdom reunion on May 17 

• Gina has found it easier to get ushers once the summer service 
schedule starts. 

• Kathy is doing her own scheduling and has a good system 
going 

• Donna reports home communion people are happy with Zoom 
• Pastor Sally is responsible for getting assisting ministers and 

the tech crew each week 
• Confirmation students were confirmed on April 26, with two 

students being confirmed separately on May 3 
• Starting May 3 the congregation will sing the entire Kyrie 
• St. John’s will be getting an intern, Roger, from Wartburg 

starting July 13 
• Rally day is September 20 
• Will continue to link online sign-ups in the future with a 

continued push to fill different volunteer positions 
• Safety and risk management continue to meet 
• Office Coordinator, Angie Updike, Email:  

office@stjohnssaukprairie.org 
• Please remember Visitor articles need to be in by the 20th of the 

month (Or BEFORE) 
• Planning a tutorial on how to setup/cleanup communion 
 

mailto:office@stjohnssaukprairie.org


Parish Education:  James Newman 

• Affirmation of Baptism was April 26th 
• Last day of Sunday School was May 3 
• Pastor Sally is teaching about the Book of Acts in adult 

education through May 17 
• VBS will be August 2-6. Sign-up to come 
 

Properties: John Ballweg 

• The two taller toilets were installed by Badger Excavating & 
Plumbing 

• We had a follow-up meeting with Automatic Entrances of 
Wisconsin to confirm what’s needed to repair/replace several 
push bars and automatic closers 

• We had a follow-up meeting with Ever Ready Electric to 
discuss ceiling fans and lights in the Sanctuary. 

 

PR & Social Concerns: Melani Wheeler 

• Safe surrender gun event was very successful 
 

Stewardship Board: Anne Klinkner 

• Work continues on monthly Stewardship themes and the 2027 
budget schedule 
 

Women of the ELCA : Ruth Dresser 

• 13 ladies attended circle meetings in April with Mary Weeks and 
Marian DeGiovanni leading the Bible Study. Lydia and 
Sarah/Mary Circles did not meet. 

• Ladies of St. John’s hosted the WELCA Sauk/Columbia 
Conference on Saturday, April 25. We will have a report on that 
next month. 

• There will be a monthly discussion that was in the April 
Trumpeter via Zoom on Thursday, May 21 at 7 -8pm. Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85497831977?pwd=FYKBaaS451l18
YPYOVWniVmv5cn9.l 

• Lydia Circle will be visiting special friends in April and May 
• Bible Study Leaders meeting for June is Tuesday, May 26 at 

9:00am. 
 

Youth Committee: Charlie Kruchten 

No report 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85497831977?pwd=FYKBaaS451l18YPYOVWniVmv5cn9.l
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85497831977?pwd=FYKBaaS451l18YPYOVWniVmv5cn9.l


Member at Large: Mary Weeks 

No report 
 

Youth Member: Kendra Frey 

• Show Choir auditions were a couple weeks ago and went very 
well. The recent lists for next year have added another group 
called TBD for tenors and basses. This year had the most 
number of students auditioning, which was amazing. 

• Throughout May the whole Sources of Strength group is coming 
together for a Tap Into Your Strength camp. This means that all 
of the different Wedge teams are coming together to show off 
different ways to tap into your strength of each separate Wedge. 
This will be going on the whole month of May to put a closing on 
the Sources of Strength activities for the year. 

 

Pastor Tom’s  report: 

• I have continued the conversation with TDS about upgrading 
our phone systems. They are doing a presentation on Monday, 
May 11 at 10am for Angie and me. After that, I will present the 
TDS solution and the Rime solution, along with 
recommendations to the PPC. We should be able to wrap this 
up in June 

• I have been in conversations with Wartburg Seminary and can 
confirm that St. John’s will be hosting an intern starting July 13. 
His name is Roger Boettcher and he lives near Dodgeville, WI. I 
will be meeting Roger on June 1 and 2 in Dubuque at Wartburg 
Seminary, during an intern/supervisor conference. Roger will be 
living at home during his internship. 

• I want to state how pleased I am with the work John Brennan 
and Karissa Johnson are doing with books and payroll. I have 
felt such relief and confidence this year. Kudos to both of them 
for their work. 

• I am on vacation from April 29 through Wednesday, May 6 
• As we finished up my first year of confirmation at St. John’s, I 

want to take a moment to thank Penny and the parents who 
helped teach. Without them, we couldn’t make this happen. Of 
course, there was the kitchen help and others who helped 
behind the scenes, to all of them, I say thank you. I would also 
be remiss in not thanking the wonderful bunch of 9th graders. 
They were truly a joy to get to know and have fun with. They are 
a talented bunch of kids and I thank God that I was able to be a 
small part of their lives. 



• I have a meeting set up in May with the Memorial Committee 
Chair, the Stewardship Chair and PPC Exec to talk about a few 
of our procedures and some succession planning for the 
Memorial team 

• We confirmed with the Lay Ministry board that we will stick with 
our summer schedule, going to one worship service at 9am. 
This will start on Memorial Day weekend and end with Labor 
Day Sunday. 

 

Pastor Sally’s report: 

• Our education programming is coming to an end. Adult 
education meets two more times. I will poll my attendees to see 
about summer opportunities. 

• Synod Assembly is coming up. Both pastors, Susan Heide and 
James Newman are attending as voting members 

• Service time change beginning May 24 at 9am. Please sign-up 
for worship leadership (tech, greeting, etc…) 

• We rejoice with our 9th grade confirmands and all those who 
have been baptized over this last academic year. We have 
many reasons to celebrate 

• I will be working in gathering safety team information, ideas and 
procedures throughout the summer. TBD 
 

Old Business: 

• RIC update from James on committee meeting. The group 
came together for the first of 13 steps in this process. They will 
be putting a survey together next. 

• Phone system update-Upcoming meeting 5/11 to discuss 
choices to be presented to the PPC in June 

• Gun Violence event report-Sally A very successful event with 7 
rifles and 1 hand gun being turned in. This event was sponsored 
by Sauk Prairie Health Care, offering gift cards to those 
surrendering guns. 

 

New Business:  

• Stewardship and budget fall meeting remain at November and 
more 

• Visionary Word of the year and what that means to PPC and 
congregation. We will continue with transparency and add 
Visionary this year. Please read the article in the Visitor.  



Involve Mary and Kendra in this role-eyes and ears for the 
future, Marv and I “open discussion time”, Begin forming a 
draft of the Strategic Plan (what is the vision and how do we 
make things easier? A time for brainstorming) 

• Changes to the PPC-Adding Marian DeGiovanni for WELCA 
and adding members to the Evangelism team 

• Nomination Committee-and discussion who is leaving and who 
is staying for 2027 

Two positions to fill this year-Evangelism and Assistant 
Executive 
Nomination committee will be: Kathy Lovell, Lon Kaderavek, 
Dianne Brice with Nancy Kaufman (past Exec) 

• Intern update-Roger Boettcher starting July 13, 2026 
 
Next meeting is Tuesday, June 9, 2026 at 6:00 pm.  A motion to 
adjourn the meeting was made by James Newman and 2nd by 
Marian DeGiovanni. Motion carried. Meeting ended at 7:35 pm. 
after Melani Wheeler provided a beautiful song “For the One” 

Respectfully submitted by Audrey Luetscher 



 

 
 
 

Happy June Birthday! 
The day is in parenthesis. 

 
 

Our Youngest 

Cooper Koziol (22) 

 

Our Sunday School Students: 

Eleanor Muehrer (3) Emma Kraus (4) 

Briley Schwarz (7) Sam Krueger (8) 

Allie Lochner (8) Brinley Myhro (13) 

Jesse Paque (13) Roman Koenig (16) 

Kolt Steinmetz (16) Collins Neubacher (21) 

  

Our Youth: 

Gracyn Hehenberger (4) Collins Lins (8) 

Liam Hart (9) Jenna Shimpach (9) 

Mason Ramirez (15) Alyssa Himebauch (16) 

Michael Jolicoeur (16) Carson Lohr (24) 

Charlie Lueck (24) Neelah Ganshert (30) 

Lee LeVigne (30)  

  

College and Career-age Young People: 

Gavin Goetsch (4) Jacob Lins (6) 

Natalie Ballweg (12) Dylan Quayle (16) 

Ava Shimpach (19)  
 


